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 Buildings are protected from fire by a series of 

detection, notification and suppression devices

 Each feature of fire safety must be fully operational

 Each device must be tested to ensure it is 

functional and dependable

 The Joint Commission requires a working inventory 

of devices, so if one is not tested or fails it may be 

located

 REMINDER: the Joint Commission uses the 2000 

edition of the Life Safety Code 

FEC.02.03.05
Features of Fire Safety



EC.02.03.05
EP1 Supervisory Signal Devices

 A device that sends a signal back 

to the main fire alarm panel (e.g., 

fire pump running, loss of power to 

fire pump, fire pump room 

temperature problems, etc.)

 Must be tested quarterly



EC.02.03.05
EP2 Water Flow Switches

 These devices alarm when 

the flow of water is 

detected in the sprinkler 

system – i.e., possibly a 

sprinkler head activated

 Must be tested quarterly

 Semi-annually if not seeking 

deemed status



EC.02.03.05
EP2 Valve Tamper Switches

 Monitors sprinkler zone 

valves; a signal is sent 

to main fire alarm 

panel if attempt to 

close

 Must be tested semi-

annually

 If a valve does not 

have a tamper switch, 

it must be locked in 

the open position



EC.02.03.05 - EP3 Detectors and 
Door Releasing Devices

 Includes duct/ heat/smoke 

detectors, manual pull 

stations, and magnetic door 

releasing devices.

 Must be tested annually



EC.02.03.05 – EP5
Fire Notification Devices

 Includes audible devices, 

speakers and visible devices.

 Must be tested annually



EC.02.03.05 – EP4 
Fire Alarm Testing Inventory



EC.02.03.05 – EP5 Fire Alarm 
Offsite Notification



EC.02.03.05 – EP6 Fire Pump 
Weekly Run Test (No Flow)

 Purpose of test is to verify 

pump is in  operating 

condition

 Pump needs to run for a 

minimum of ten 

minutes(water flow is not 

required)



EC.02.03.05 
EP9 Main Drain Test

 Conducted to determine a change in 

the condition of water supply piping 

or control valves

 Must be conducted annually



EC.02.03.05 – EP10
Fire Department Connections



EC.02.03.05 – EP11R Fire Pump 
Annual Test Under Flow



EC.02.03.05 - EP12
5 Year Standpipe Test



EC.02.03.05 – EP13 
Kitchen Automatic Extinquishment

 Shuts off fuel source automatically.

 Connected to fire alarm panel

 Must be inspected every 6 months

 Actual discharge is not required

 K Type portable fire extinguisher



EC.02.03.05 – EP14 Carbon 
Dioxide &other Gaseous 

Automatic Systems

 Must be inspected annually

 Actual discharge is not 

required



EC.02.03.05 – EP15 and 16 
Portable Fire Extinguishers

 Monthly Visible Inspection

 Accessible

 Fully charged

 Any Parts broken

 Correct type

 DO NOT COUNT DAYS, BUT 

ENSURE MONTHLY INSPECTION

 Annual Maintenance by a 

licensed Fire Protection 

service company



EC.02.03.05 – Portable Fire 
Extinguishers Types



EC.02.03.05

Fire Extinguisher:  Dating



EC.02.03.05 – Portable Fire 
Extinguishers Types



EC.02.03.05 – EP18
Fire Dampers

 Stops the passage of fire through 

ventilation ductwork

 Activated by fusible link

 Inspected and tested within one 

year of installation and every six 

years thereafter



EC.02.03.05 – EP18
Smoke Dampers

 Stops the passage of smoke 

through ventilation ductwork

 Activated by external smoke 

detector

 Must be installed within 24 inches 

of smoke partitions

 Inspected and tested after one 

year of installation and then every 

six years



EC.02.03.05 – EP19R
Ventilation Shut Down Devices

 Stops the passage of smoke through ventilation 

ductwork

 Activated by external smoke detector

 Must be installed within 24 inches of smoke partitions

 Inspected and tested after one year of installation 

and then every six years



Duct Detector Testing Air 
Handler Shutdown



EC.02.03.05 – EP20

Rolling Fire Doors

 Activated by fusible link

 Fusible link shall not be painted

 Must be tested annually



EC.02.03.05 – EP25
Joint Commission Accreditation

 Documentation of maintenance, testing, 

and inspection activities for fire alarm and 

water-based fire protection systems 

includes the following:

 NFPA 25

 NFPA72



EC.02.03.05 – EP25
Joint Commission Accreditation

 Name of the activity

 Date of the activity

 Required frequency of the activity

 Name and contact information, including 

affiliation, of the person who performed the 

activity

 NFPA standard(s) referenced for the activity

 Results of the activity

 Report with Deficiency and follow up.


