
Preparing for Fire Door 

Inspections
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Have You 

Heard This 

Before?  
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Have You Heard This Before?

Why can’t I prop 

the door open 

with a wedge?  

I’ll be nearby in 

case of a fire.  
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Have You Heard This Before?

I don’t want 

anyone using 

that exit door.  

Do something so 

people have to 

use a different 

door. 



WHEA Basic Fire Door Requirements5

Have You Heard This Before?

There’s room in 

the hall next to 

the fire exit.  

Let’s store those 

big boxes there.
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Have You Heard This Before?

That fire door 

doesn’t always 

close all the way.  

Fix it whenever 

you get time.
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Have You Heard This Before?

Have you 

inspected the 

fire doors? 
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Fire Door Requirements

2009
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NFPA 101 2012 Edition

7.2.1.15.1  “Where required…, the 

following door assemblies shall be 

inspected and tested not less than 

annually…

(1) Door leaves equipped with panic hardware                    

or fire exit hardware 

(2)  Door assemblies in exit enclosures

(3)  Electrically controlled egress doors

(4)  Door assemblies with special locking 

arrangements
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NFPA 101 2012 Edition

Door Inspection Requirements

Per 7.2.1.15.2  “Fire-rated door assemblies shall be 

inspected and tested in accordance with NFPA 80, …” 
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NFPA 80 2010 Edition

Fire Door Inspection Requirements

Chapter 5 Care and Maintenance
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NFPA 80 2010 Edition

Fire Door Inspection Requirements

Per 5.1.1.2  “The requirements of this chapter shall apply to 

new and existing installations.” 
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NFPA 80 2010 Edition

Fire Door Inspection Requirements

Per 5.1.5.1  “Repairs shall be made, 

and defects that could interfere 

with operation shall be 

corrected without delay.” 
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NFPA 80 2010 Edition

Fire Door Inspection Requirements

Per 5.1.5.2.1  

“In cases where a field 

modification to a fire door 

assembly is desired, the 

laboratory with which the 

product or component being 

modified is listed shall be 

contacted and a description 

of the modifications shall be 

presented to the 

laboratory.” 
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Field 

Modifications
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NFPA 80 2010 Edition

Fire Door Inspection Requirements

Per 5.2.1 “Fire door 

assemblies shall be 

inspected and tested not 

less than annually, and a 

written record of the 

inspection shall be signed 

and kept for the inspection 

by the AHJ.” 



WHEA Basic Fire Door Requirements17

NFPA 80 2010 Edition

Fire Door Inspection Requirements

Per 5.2.3.1  “Functional testing of fire door and window 

assemblies shall be performed by individuals with knowledge 

and understanding of the operating components of the type of 

door subject to testing.”  
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Knowledge and Understanding

• VonDuprin 98/99 Rim Exit Device
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NFPA 80 2010 Edition

Fire Door Inspection Requirements

Per 5.2.3.2  “Before testing, a visual 

inspection shall be performed to 

identify any damaged or missing 

parts that can create a hazard 

during testing or affect operation or 

resetting.”  
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NFPA 80 2010 Edition

Fire Door Inspection Requirements

Per 5.2.13.1  “Door 

openings and the 

surrounding areas 

shall be kept clear 

of anything that 

could obstruct or 

interfere with the 

free operation of 

the door.”  
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Which doors do I inspect?
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Which doors do I inspect?

Where are my fire doors?

How can I tell?
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NFPA 80 2010 Edition

Fire Door Inspection Requirements
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NFPA 80 2010 Edition

Fire Door Inspection Requirements

No open 

holes or 

breaks…
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NFPA 80 2010 Edition

Fire Door Inspection Requirements

Glazing…

intact and 

securely 

fastened…

Examples of labels
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NFPA 80 2010 Edition

Fire Door Inspection Requirements

…secured, 

aligned, 

and in 

working 

order…
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NFPA 80 2010 Edition

Fire Door Inspection Requirements

No 

missing 

or broken 

parts
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Missing Parts
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NFPA 80 2010 Edition

Fire Door Inspection Requirements

Clearances

are limited 

to…
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Clearances
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NFPA 80 2010 Edition

Fire Door Inspection Requirements

Self-

closing 

device…

completely 

closes 

from full 

open 

position
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NFPA 80 2010 Edition

Fire Door Inspection Requirements

If coordinator… 

inactive leaf must 

close before the 

active leaf

Gravity Type

Bar Type
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NFPA 80 2010 Edition

Fire Door Inspection Requirements

Latching 

hardware 

operates 

and 

secures…

http://idighardware.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/Cylindrical-Dogging.jpg
http://idighardware.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/Cylindrical-Dogging.jpg


WHEA Basic Fire Door Requirements39

NFPA 80 2010 Edition

Fire Door Inspection Requirements

Fire Exit 

Hardware…
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NFPA 80 2010 Edition

Fire Door Inspection Requirements

Nothing 

that 

interferes 

with the 

operation…
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Interference
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NFPA 80 2010 Edition

Fire Door Inspection Requirements
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NFPA 80 2010 Edition

Fire Door Inspection Requirements

If required, 

gasketing

and edge 

seals…

presence 

and 

integrity
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NFPA 80 2010 Edition

Fire Door Inspection Requirements

Per 5.2.1 “Fire door 

assemblies shall be 

inspected and tested not 

less than annually, and a 

written record of the 

inspection shall be signed 

and kept for the inspection 

by the AHJ.” 
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The Performance-Based Option

When there are THOUSANDS 

of Fire Doors…

An AUDIT program

Subject to the AHJ
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After a Fire…

…with Properly-Functioning Fire Doors
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With Properly-Functioning Fire Doors
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At 

Minimum, 

What 

Will 

You 

Test & 

Inspect?
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As A Minimum
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More Information?

John Lozano  ICPL, CJIL, CHSP, CFDI 
Hardware Consultant  
 
ALLEGION 

947 Hawthorn Drive 
Itasca, IL 60143 
Office: 877.282.1721 ext.4809 
Mobile: 414-881-0448 
Fax: 1-888-829-1094 
Email: john.lozano@allegion.com  
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